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SUBJECT: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR PORTUGAL 

REF. STATE 127729 

1 . WE DELIVERED THE NOTE AS DIRECTED IN REFTEL ON JUNE 3. 

MFA COUNSELLOR DECLAN CONNOLLY TOLD US IN RESPONSE THAT HE 
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PERSONALLY THOUGHT THAT IRELAND WOULD ATTEND THE JUNE 22 MEETING 

AND THAT HE WOULD BE THE DELEGATE. HOWEVER, HE EMPHASIZED THAT 

IT WAS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO GET ANY KIND OF DECISION ON SUCH 

MATTERS UNTIL AFTER THE JUNE 16 IRISH GENERAL ELECTION. IN 

REGARD TO IRISH PARTICIPATION IN THE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM HE 

SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO MAKE ANY COMMITMENTS 

UNTIL IT (OR A NEW GOVERNMENT) ASSEMBLES ON JULY 5. 
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ALSO, HE SAID THAT SUCH ASSISTANCE EVEN IN A TOKEN AMOUNT 
WOULD REQUIRE LEGISLATION BECAUSE THE GOI HAS NO APPROPRIATED 
FUNDS WHICH COULD BE USED FOR SUCH A PURPOSE. RENDAHL 
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